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The lines drawn on land to claim ownership and demarcate 
property have profoundly shaped divisions between race, class, 
ecologies, and communities. In the United States, land has 
become so deeply embedded in economic and social policy that 
property ownership often functions as a substitute for a 
diminishing social safety net. Rather than reducing inequality, 
these systems reinforce existing disparities, embedding them 
within the built environment and the institutions that govern it.

Against this backdrop, the commons and practices of commoning 
offer a lens through which to reconsider how resources, care, and 
power might be more equitably distributed. Common Forms / 
Forms of Commoning explores how the territory, neighborhood, 
block, and home can be reimagined to support more collective 
ways of living, sharing, and governing. This lecture presents a 
series of projects developed by THE OPEN WORKSHOP that 
investigate practices of resistance, decommodification, 
alternative value systems, re-graining, and framing to propose 
more equitable forms of land stewardship and resource 
distribution. Together, they advance architectures that cultivate 
solidarity, expand community control, and strengthen systems of 
mutual care. Rather than treating property as the primary 
framework for organizing society, these projects ask how 
architecture can help create and sustain the commons in 
response to the social and ecological precarity of the present.
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The Center Won’t Hold, THE OPEN WORKSHOP, 2021. Produced for the Chicago 
Architecture Biennial


