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Frankfurt Babylon situates itself within the tradition of critical 
urban studies exemplified by figures such as Jane Jacobs and 
Lucius Burkhardt. Our focus is on the anti-urban design and 
planning of the city, which we seek to make visible in its diverse 
manifestations – from architectural detail to the conception and 
shaping of public space, from questions of urban participation to 
urban policy and public discourse on the built environment. 

We are particularly interested in the expressions of city-dissolving 
modes of planning and thinking within architecture, urban design, 
public space, transport and urban politics. This includes the 
consequences of neoliberal urban development, the renewed turn 
towards the car-oriented city, the structures of social 
stratification in cities or the spatial relationship between the 
public and the private, and the possibilities, limits and effects of 
contemporary planning. Ultimately, we ask: Who plans the 
planning – and why do the mistakes of the past so rarely appear 
to prompt genuine learning? 

However, we look both at the effects that misguided planning 
processes have on social relations in cities and the socio-
economic background of that planning and design. This applies in 
particular to urban areas that are outside the spotlight of 
classical architectural criticism – regular, residential buildings, 
common streets and squares, everyday objects such as benches, 
fences or bollards. They are less reflected in debates on urban 
living, even if their design and arrangement significantly 
determine the city’s everyday live. It is often the unseen detail of a 
city, that reveals the structures of a city and, thereby, the serious 
problems of current urban development.

With Frankfurt Babylon, we precisely look at those details and put 
a focus on the ordinary elements of cities. In our lecture, we turn 
our attention to characteristic problems of planning and building 
over the past twenty years. Drawing on a continuous 
photographic documentation developed over more than fifteen 
years, we examine Frankfurt’s Europaviertel from sociological, 
design-related and architectural perspectives. 

In doing so, we address several central questions: Which 
fundamental misconceptions shaped the planning process? 
Which factors inhibit the development of a vibrant public space? 
What are the key socio-economic determinants and barriers of 
contemporary planning and urban development? And to what 
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extent a similar transformation unfolds in already established 
and still vibrant quarters? Finally, we contrast anti-urban 
planning and construction with alternative approaches and 
discuss the prospects for a more successful form of urban 
development.
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